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Opportunities and Challenges of Chinese Distance Education
in the "Internet +" Era

Chen Li, Lin Shiyuan, Zheng Qinhua

Abstract: The strategy of "Internet +"not only provides opportunities to distance education, but also indicates
the direction of reformation. Actually, there exists a certain gap between the orientation of educational reform which
pointed by the "Internet +" and the development of distance education. "Internet + education" is not an online
education but an idea of reforming. It innovates the organizational model, service model and teaching model of
education by using the Internet as infrastructure and an innovative element, hence to build a new educational
eco—system in the digital age. The previous development mode of Chinese distance education which emphasizes
strengthening and improving traditional education within the educational system, no longer meets the need of the
"Internet +" era. Since there has been no big breakthrough in the chain of knowledge production, dissemination and
consumption of Chinese distance education, the educational development model of it is difficult to meet the demand
by solely relying on the technical support. What’s more, the lack of quality assurance system causes the Chinese
distance education’s quality reputation to be left behind the actual school-running level. Therefore, it is essential for
us to explore and reform the educational service supply mode and service mode, and further to improve the
ecological capacity of educational eco—system. In the "Internet +" era, the educational service mode should trend to
the new paradigm of public service. Certainly, there are different path selections in the education reformation
facilitated by the "Internet +". For different education fields, education types and regions, some exploration and
attempt should be conducted according to its own characteristics so as to find out the proper way of educational
reform and development in the "Internet +" era.

Keywords: "Internet+"; Chinese Distance Education; A New Eco—System of Education; Public Service Mode;
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