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other factors. The concepts of openness and access have also changed since the first “Open Universi—
ties” were founded, and even more so since the introduction of ICTs. This article will review the chang—
ing nuances and implications of the terms “openness” and “access”. Have all these changes been for
the better in terms of student access and success? It will also explore tensions arising between deliver—
ing open access to online materials, such as Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs), and the provision
of high quality distance learning where internet access is limited.

Keywords: access; open and distance learning; online learning; OER; MOOCs

Types of interaction in collaborative learning in a distributed
learning environment
Ruixue Liu, Liming Luo and Changdi Shi

There have rarely been studies on types of interaction happening in collaborative learning in distrib—
uted learning environments where use of IT facilitates teaching reforms. To promote effective interaction
among learners in collaborative learning, this study, informed by constructivist learning theory and distrib—
uted cognition theory, constructed a distributed learning environment supported by both Moodle and We-—
Chat platforms. The online interaction data of 78 college students was analyzed using content analysis
methodology, exploring students’ social interaction and learning interaction. The results show that egocen—
tric interaction types far outnumber non egocentric ones with an overall low level of knowledge construc—
tion and interaction, and that Moodle is more suitable for learning interaction whereas WeChat tends to
cater for social interaction. It is argued that this study is of relevance to further improving students’ ef-—
fective collaborative interaction.

Keywords: Distributed learning environments; collaborative learning; interaction type; Moodle; WeChat

Cloud—-based classrooms in the “Internet Plus” era: construction
and application
Shuping Wu, Guozhen Jiang and Shunping Wei

The coming of the “Internet Plus” era and the rapid development of MOOCs have confronted The
Open University of China (OUC) with unprecedented opportunities and challenges. Strengthening IT ca-
pacity is fundamental in OUC’ s transformation and development, with cloud—based classrooms, the
emerging delivery mode for open and distance education resources promoting co-production and shar—
ing, listed strategically as one of the key tasks for four consecutive years. Cloud-based classrooms
have, to date, been installed and put into use in some provincial Radio and TV Universities in Western
China. This paper introduces the backgrounds and needs of the cloud-based classroom project, its de—
sign plan and implementation, initial achievements and experiences in application. It also analyzes out—
standing issues in the implementation and suggests countermeasure strategies, aiming to be of relevance
to follow—up IT capacity building projects at various levels of OUC branches.

Keywords: Open University; cloud—-based classroom; distance education; learning environment; digital

learning
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