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A study of the writing rule of the Chinese-character stroke order and

its related factors: A study of Italian Chinese-learning beginners

CHEN Chen & FENG Liping

(College of Chinese Culture,Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Stroke order is an important part of the Chinese-character writing. This paper gives a case
study of Italian Chinese-learning beginners in their native country and analyzes the development of
their basic stroke-order writing with investigations, interviews and dictations. It concludes that al-
though the rule “left-falling strokes before right-falling strokes” can be fairly well handled at the be-
ginning,some mistakes still remain at the end of the semester. The mastery of the rule “horizontal
strokes before vertical strokes” reveals in its development a linear relationship between the beginning
and the end of the semester. The first stoke also plays a significant role in their stroke-order writing.
Moreover, the accuracy of strokes exerts some influence on the accuracy of their dictation.

Key Words: Italy; Chinese-learning beginners; Chinese-character strokes

® FLORES D'ARCAIS. Order of strokes writing as a cue [or retrieval in reading Chinese characters[J]. Jour-
nal of Cognitive Psycholigy,1994,(6).



