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A Comparative Study on Teacher’ Perception of High
Quality Teaching Between America and China

LI Xinlian, CAO Yiming & COBB Paul
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College of Education and Human Development, Vanderbilt University Nashville,37212,America

Abstract To compare and analyze teacher’ perception of high quality teaching between America
and China has great value for promoting teaching reform for students’ competencies in our country.
Based on semi-structured interview, forty excellent teachers’ perceptions of high quality teaching
between America and China were compared. The main conclusions are as follows: both of two sides
agree that students are engaged in learning and classroom atmosphere is active in high quality
class, which is based on elaborate lesson design; while both sides hold different opinions on some
aspects of high quality teaching, including teaching method, teaching object, classroom interaction
and so on; the alignment of Chinese teachers’ perceptions of high quality teaching is better than
American teachers; the alignment of American teachers’ perceptions of high quality teaching with
American curriculum standards is better than Chinese teachers.
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teaching; interview
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Abstract This essay aims to answer “Lv Shuxiang’s question” concerning the contrast between
the enormous amount of Chinese class in basic education and its unsatisfactory effect. It is
proposed that Chinese class has failed to realize its purpose of teaching students to utilize mother
tongue correctly. Its original purpose has been weakened and even derailed. Furthermore, the
unscientific statement of the unification of instrumentality and humanity in the class standard since
the beginning of this century places Chinese class into disorder. Language is not a tool. Chinese
class is one of the humanity classes, and its goal is to guide students to contemplate the linguistic
form, to taste language, to activate humanistic connotation, to make continuous effort on using
mother tongue correctly.
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