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A Study on Development of Competencies in Geography with the Support of “Smart
Learning Partner”

Wang Min'?, Gao Cuiwei'?, Wei Dongying"*

(1.Beijing Advanced Innovation Center for Future Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875; 2. Faculty of
Geographical Science, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract: The development of information technology promotes the educational informatization. As an education platform which
integrates the information technology and education, the Smart Learning Partner provides strong support for the establishment of
real situations for assessment of geography and the cultivation of practical abilities in geography. It also promotes the integration
of evaluation, learning and teaching of competencies in geography. In order to verify the effect of Smart Learning Partner on
the development of students’ competencies in geography, this study develops evaluation tools and assesses the competencies in
geography of grade 7 students in a district of Beijing. The data analysis reveals that: (1) the Smart Learning Partner is able to
promote the development of competencies in geography; (2) the students’ basic abilities are relatively stable and dominant; and (3)
the students’ high-level abilities need to be cultivated. Based on the above research results, this research puts forward instructional
suggestions and future research prospects from the aspects of cultivation of abilities, implementation of instruction and use of Smart
Learning Partner, so as to provide guidance and reference for subsequent geography teaching and research.

Keywords: Competencies in Geography; Smart Learning Partner; Education Informatization; Geography Learning; Teaching and

Evaluation
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