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Opportunities and Challenges for the Development of Educational Technology in the New Era

——The Reflection on the Revocation of the Undergraduate“Educational Technology”Major in Some Universities

by the Ministry of Education in 2018
HE Kekang, LI Xiaoging

Abstract: 2018 Annual General Undergraduate Professional Recording and Examination and Approval Results
indicates that among the majors revoked from the institutions, the “Educational Technology” Major ranks the
second, which brings strong stimulation to the national educational technology scholars and challenges to this
specialty. After the revocation, many universities need to have a better understanding about the new direction of
development urgently. In the new era, colleges and universities are faced with new professional changes. Emerging
majors should be developed in line with the times. It is necessary to be cautious in revoking the major. Information
technology is not a modern direct bus, and it is imperative to form an“information—based teaching innovation theory”
with Chinese characteristics through practice and exploration. We should treat the theory and the technology of
learning and teaching equally. New majors and educational technology major cannot be contrary to each other.
Although there are concerns about talent training and employment trends, universities should adapt to the needs of
the times. Thus, they should promote projects that can solve practical problems, and explore the path of deep
integration of information technology and subject teaching collaboratively. Besides, jointly exploring the
development of connotation and the direction of professional development can also help. With the implementation of
Education Informatization 2.0 Action Plan, the development of educational technology is embraced by both
opportunities and challenges. What we should do is to seek breakthroughs in education and teaching rather than
overemphasize technology. The second one that we should do is to strengthen the application of educational
technology theory so as to seek breakthroughs from the innovative talent training. The third one is to explore
interdisciplinary integration researches in order to seek breakthroughs from the collaborative project research.

Keywords: Information Education; Emerging Technology Major; Educational Technology; Professional

Adjustment; Subject Development
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