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Current Status, Problem s and Trends of Educational
Applications of Second Life

WEITng & LIYi
(Educational Game Research Center Nanjing Nomal University Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract Represented by Second Life threedinensional virtual worlds are widely adopted show ing that such ap-
plications have special values This paper provides a literature review to analyze the current status of educational
applications of Second Life problems that arise in its educational use and possible trends of its future develop-
ment Kducational practices of Second Life demonstrate the follow ing characteristics diversity of subject areas as
Second Life is widely applied in linguistics astronany medicne business art design history and other subject
areas Second Life is used i various foms of teaching mncliding virtual classoans distance leaming mstruction-
al expermments skills training and virual libraries Second Life can be used to treat leamers by segnents such as
adult leamers and younger leamers Second Life offers creative tools and encourages participants to create conlent
if itmeets policy and copyright protection requirements Problens faced in educational practices of Second Life in-
clude the high demand of hardware equipments which are necessary for the system to mun smoothly cost for the ac-
quisition and maintenance of land steep leaming curve for new users lack of creativity and educational resources
and legal as well asmoral liability issues These problems should be addressed or they could becane bottlenecks
for the use of Second Life Educators should also seek to cultivate creativity of teachers and students and to provide
high— quality teaching resources and to pay attention to the individualization of leaming

Key words Second Life virtual word teaching current status trends

(E#% 607 )

The Sem antic M odel of AID And Its Realizing M ethods

WEIShunping1, LU Qiu112, HE Kekang3 & LIYuxiang4

(1 Modem Distance Education Institite China Central Radio & TV University  Beijing 100031, China; 2 High
Education Press Beijing 100029, Chinas 3 Modem educational Technology Institute Beijing Nomal University
Beijing 100875, China; 4 Chongwen D istrict Educational Research Institute of Beijing Beijing 100062, China)

Abstract Autamated Instructional Design (abbreviated as AID) is an mportant field of study in educational tech-
nology Same scholars have recanmended sane theories of AID and developed corresponding tools The author sys™
tematically analyzes the literature of theories and tools of AID athome and abroad and based on this review the au-
thor points out the lin itation of existing theories To solve practical problem s with teacher campetency training the
author recanmends a semantic model of AID and the building of repertories including nstructional design tem -
plates teachingmodels stuctional design scenarios curriculun standamds and mstuctional design methods
To mplement this semantic model of AID, the author recanmends theories and repositories of tools for sem iauto~
mated instuictional design  This model could be used to support the development of AID tools to support the in-
structional design of different subjects in prinary and junior schools It will also help to study nstmuctional design
theories

Key words AID; instuctional design: semantic model knowledge engineering
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